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NT Bureau
Chennai, May 11:

Eyeing victory in the 2019 Par-
liamentary general elections, BJP 
president Amit Shah is travel-
ling 1 lakh km in 95 days, 
in a span of fi ve months, 
to sow the ideology of 
the party among the 
masses. 

The first phase of 
Amit Shah’s tour is 
called Deen Dayal 
Vistarak Yo-
jana in 

which he is scheduled to visit fi ve 
States, including West Bengal, 
Odisha, Telangana, Lakshadweep 
and Gujarat. Of these, he will pay 
more attention to Gujarat as the 

State is to go for Assembly polls 
in December 2017.

Earlier, Shah had visited 
some of the States where 
the BJP is not on strong 
ground - Tripura, Jammu 
and Kashmir, West Bengal 

and Himachal Pradesh - and 
is slated to visit Kerala and 

Tamilnadu next. Although 
Shah was supposed 

to visit Tamilnadu in 
early May, the visit 
was postponed.

This all-India tour 
plan is to prepare 
the BJP organi-
sation before 

the Lok Sabha elections, especially 
in States where the party did not 
perform well in the 2014 general 
elections.

Apart from the fi ve States under 
Deen Dayal Vistarak Yojana, the 
remaining State visits of Shah have 
been divided into three categories. 
The fi rst is category A States where 
Shah will spend at least three days; 
in category B States he will spend two 
days and in category C, the smaller 
States, he will spend only a day.

According to BJP sources, the Shah 
tour is to review the performance 
of the party organisation, feedback 
about the National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) partners, strengthening 
the network of the party till the booth-
level and also to fi nd areas where the 
BJP needs to improve.

Apart from Shah’s nationwide tour, 
the BJP is also in the process of 

identifying 600 full-time workers who 
will be given charge of Lok Sabha 
constituencies till the 2019 general 
elections.

The source added that of the 600 
full-time workers, the plan is to ap-
point one full-time worker for each 
of the 543 Lok Sabha constituencies. 
The remaining full-time workers will 
be used to monitor the Lok Sabha 
seats where the party is weak.

It is also said the BJP’s special 
committee has identified 164 Lok 
Sabha seats where the party needs 
to improve its organisational strength. 
The 164 Lok Sabha seats identifi ed 
by the BJP are in West Bengal (42), 
Tamilnadu (39), Andhra Pradesh 
(25), Odisha (21), Kerala (20) and 
Telangana (17). The seats are impor-
tant because the BJP could manage 
to win only seven of these seats in 
the 2014 general elections.

Shah juggernaut rolls on
� BJP president travelling 1 lakh km to strengthen party

Chief Minsiter Edappadi K Palaniswami today inauguarated the model school at Kalvarayan hills in Vil-
lupuram District through video conferencing from the Secretariat. He also inaugurated three other model 
schools constructed by the School Education Department. 

Cuddalore, May 11 (PTI): 
I n  a  g ruesome  i nc i den t ,  a 

17-year-old youth was decapi-
tated and his head thrown into the 
premises of a police station here, 
the police said today.

After going through the CCTV 
footage of cameras near the police 
station, three persons in the age 
group of 20-24 years were arrested 
today in connection with the inci-
dent, they said.

In te r roga t ion  revea led  tha t 
the youth was hacked to death 
and beheaded by one of  the 

accused at  Bahour in Puduch-
e r r y ,  1 3 k m  f r o m  h e r e ,  l a s t 
n ight,  due to previous enmity, 
pol ice said.

After decapitating him, they trav-
elled on a two-wheeler with the 
head wrapped in a gunny bag be-
fore throwing it into the premises of 
the Reddichavavadi police station 
last night, the police said.

The police managed to track 
them down after going through the 
CCTV footage. The decapitated 
body was found near the Bahour 
lake, they said. 

Teenager beheaded
� Severed head thrown into police station

WHO IS
KARNAN?
� Was he whistle-blower or trouble maker?

NT Bureau
Chennai, May 11:

For someone who rose to reach the level of a judge, it would be 
a mighty big fall to also be the fi rst sitting High Court judge to be 
sentenced.

Justice C S Karnan, judge of Calcutta High Court, is on the run 
after the Supreme Court sentenced him to six months for contempt.

Was he a whistle-blower who pointed out corruption or was he 
trouble maker  proving the accusations? News Today delves into his 
past to see if the mystery can be solved.

 Childhood and 
education

Chinnaswamy Swaminath-
an Karnan was born on 12 
June 1955 at  Karnatham 
village of Vridhachalam in 
Cuddalore as the second 
of eight children. His fa-
ther, Chinnaswamy Swami-
nathan, was a high school 
headmaster who won the 
President of  India award 
best teacher.

His mother Kamalam Ammal 
was a housewife who tutored 
her children.

Karnan studied up to high 
school at the Mangalampet 
High School and went on to 
pursue his pre-university 
course at Vridhachalam Arts 
College. He later graduated 
with a B.Sc from New Col-
lege, Chennai. On complet-
ing his course in Madras 
Law College, he enrolled as 
an advocate before the Bar 
Council of Tamilnadu.

 Political stint 
He had an inclination towards 

politics and became an AIADMK 
booth agent for the 2002 polls and 
it is reported that he later moved 
on to the Congress. 

Early career
He was then chosen as the legal 

advisor of the Tamilnadu Metro 
Water Department and continued 
his higher studies as well while ac-
tively taking part in NCC, NSS and 
several such social assignments.

Karnan later appeared as a gov-
ernment advocate in several civil 
suits and was the standing coun-
sel for the Central government. 
He rose to serve as judge of the 
Madras High Court from 2009 till 
February 2016 when he was trans-
ferred to the Calcutta High Court 
for his current position as judge. 
He was recommened for this post 
by the then Chief Justice of the 
Madras High Court Justice (retd) 
A K Ganguly.

 Major controversies
Justice Karnan made news once he became a judge of  the Madras 

High Court. He had reportedly faced criticism while writing judgements 
saying that he was not capable and that somebody else should do it. 
Karnan perceived these comments were due to his caste and also wrote 
to the National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) alleging that 
he faced caste-based harassment from other judges in the Madras High 
Court. This issue gained importance in Tamilnadu as he called for a 
press conference which is quite rare for a High Court judge.

He worte a letter which alleged that at a wedding, a judge sitting next 
to him had crossed his legs and mentioned that is was to ‘deliberately 
touch mine’. The NCSC forwarded it to the then CJI.

Several members of the judiciary found the letter to be in poor taste when 
the complaint became public.
� In 2013, he passed a criticised judgement which allowed a woman 

to approach a court when a man deserts her after pre-marital sex 
with a promise to marry her. Justice Karnan ruled that apart from 
the penal law, the woman could claim social status as his wife if 
the man were 21 and single and the woman 18 and single and that 
the premise of the pre-marital sex was marriage.

� In 2014, he barged into a court proceeding claiming that the appoint-
ment of certain judges was unfair. The Supreme Court described 
his behaviour uncharitable, ungenerous and indecorous because 
sitting judges don’t appear or argue before another court.

 The then Chief Justice A K Ganguly requested Karnan’s transfer to 
the Supreme Court stating that the other judges were afraid of him, 
after which Karnan again wrote back to the NCSC.

� In 2015, he began suo motu contempt proceedings against Sanjay 
Kishan Kaul, the then Chief Justice of the Madras High Court. He 
alleged that he had been harassed by Kaul for his Dalit status.

In February last year, he accused Kaul of corruption after which his 
transfer to the Calcutta High Court came. He stayed suo motu the CJI’s 
order of his own transfer, citing a nine-bench judgement of the Supreme 
Court. He also directed the CJI to fi le written submissions regarding the 
transfer and called for a press conference again.

A bench of the Supreme Court, led by Justice Khehar, then asked the 
Madras High Court to stop giving him work and said he would eventually 
move to Calcutta.

In Calcutta, Karnan had ordered bail for the accused in the Vivekanandha 
Flyover collapse, over-ruling a two-judge bench that denied the bail. After 
this he was asked to take care of only education matters.

Contempt case
Justice Karnan is now sentenced to six months imprisonment 

for contempt of court after accusing several Supreme Court 
judges of corruption. He failed to appear before the court, but 
instead, ordered the arrest of the CJI and six other judges.

On Tuesday, the court sentenced him to six months in prison 
for contempt.

Pokhran test
anniversary: PM 
hails Vajpayee

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI): 
On Pokhran nuclear test anniversary, 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today 
hailed the ‘courage’ shown by the then 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

Since 1999, 11 May is commemo-
rated as the National Technology Day 
to mark India’s scientifi c prowess and 
technological advancements.

‘Greetings to everyone, especially 
our industrious scientists and those 
passionate about technology, on 
National Technology Day,’ Modi 
tweeted. ‘We remain grateful to 
our scientists & the then political 
leadership for the courage shown in 
Pokhran in 1998,’ he added.

It was the same date in 1998 when 
India successfully conducted the 
fi rst among the fi ve nuclear tests in 
Pokhran under the leadership of Va-
jpayee. The tests showcased India’s 
might to the entire world.

A write-up on Narendramodi.in web-
site refers to an earlier speech of Modi 
in which he had said, ‘The world is 
well aware of the Pokhran tests. Under 
Atalji’s leadership, successful tests 
were carried out and the entire world 
was witness to India’s might. The sci-
entists made the nation proud.’

Recalling the nearly two-decade-old 
development, Modi said, ‘After the 
fi rst series of tests the world com-
munity placed sanctions on India. On 
13th May 1998, Atalji again called for 
tests, thus showing that he was made 
of a different mettle. If we had had a 
weak PM, he or she would have got 
scared on the same day. But Atal ji 
was different. He did not get scared.’

Lauding the role the people of 
Pokhran played by keeping silent 
during the nuclear tests, Modi said, 
‘People of Pokhran must be lauded 
for maintaining silence during entire 
duration when the tests were planned 
and conducted. They placed interest 
of the nation above everything else.’ 

BJP PLANS GRAND
CELEBRATION 

� To mark third anniversary of Modi government
New Delhi, May 11: 

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is 
planning a grand 15-day celebration 
starting from 26 May to 15 June to mark 
its third anniversary. The government will 
also launch a new campaign under the 
name ‘New India’ on 25 May.

The celebration will reportedly begin with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing 
the nation on 26 May in Guwahati. The 
Prime Minister will then visit four other cit-
ies of India. The four cities might be out of 
these fi ve cities, namely - Bengaluru, Delhi, 
Jaipur, Kota, Kolkata and Pune, as per ANI.

The celebration will take place in 900 
cities across India and every Minister will 
visit four cities each.

Also ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikaas’ pro-
gramme will be held in 500 cities.

Prime Minister Modi will also be writing 
two crore letters to common people. 10 
crores SMSs will be done within a span 
of 15 days. At the same time, on May 26, 

fi rst page of 400 newspapers will carry 
advertisements displaying the Centre’s 
achievements.

There will be 30 and 60 seconds ad-
vertisements on television and radio as 
well. It is also expected that ‘Bharat Ubhar 
Raha Hai’ will be added to the party’s tag 
line ‘Desh Badal Raha Hai’.

The BJP will be holding 300 multimedia 
exhibitions in the states where its holding 
is not strong and in those states which are 
in queue for elections. Every Ministry will 
launch a booklet of its achievements, under 
the name ‘Then and Now (UPA and NDA)’.

The government will also concentrate its 
attention on farmers, labourers, women, 
youth, Dalits, backward classes.

Narendra Modi took oath as the 15th 
Prime Minister of India on 26 May.

He had delivered the BJP’s best result 
ever in the 2014 Lok Sabha polls with the 
party crossing the 272 mark on its own win-
ning 282 seats and 336 along with its allies. 

Stalin oversees desilting 
works at Kolathur

NT Bureau
Chennai, May 11:

The incumbent government is not 
concerned about the water scarcity 
persisting in the State, rued DMK’s 
working president M K Stalin here after 
inspecting the desilting works taken up 
today in his Kolathur constituency.

Addressing mediapersons, Stalin 
said, ‘The ruling party is more con-
cerned about their internal affairs than 
the State’s welfare. Due to this, it failed 
to take up necessary steps for initiating 
any welfare measures for the State.’

Stalin said during the rule of the 
DMK, the desilting works were 

carried out in lakes and rivers on a 
timely basis and so the State did not 
suffer from drought. 

‘The DMK government had brought 
desalination projects in Nemelli and 
Minjur to make seawater fi t for drink-

ing. Similarly, another integrated 
water scheme project was carried 
out in Ramanathapuram district 
at a total cost of Rs 616 crore,’ 
Stalin said.

He added that the present Cabinet 
was focusing more only on scams 
and corruption. Stalin also claimed, 
‘Social Welfare Department Minister 
V Saroja is alleged to have been 
invloved in demanding bribe for 
ensuring a contract.’

Whether the DMK was in power 
or not, it will continue to serve peo-
ple by doing works like desilting of 
lakes, tanks and ponds, said Stalin.

AP Minister’s
son was not drunk, 

say doctors
NT Bureau

Chennai, May 11: 
Osmania doctors who conducted 

the autopsy of Nishith, son of Andhra 
Pradesh Minister Narayana who died 
in a road accident on Wednesday said 
that he was not under the infl uence of 
alcohol while driving. 

It is reportedly said that Nishith was 
driving at more than 100 km per hour 
and was not wearing a seat belt. ‘Due 
to the impact of the collision, his chest 
rammed into the steering wheel as a 
result, damaging his internal organs,’ 
the reports stated. 

Meanwhile, Narayana who was 
on London tour returned to Nellore 
and the fi nal rites of Nishith was per-
formed today. 

reached the police station and de-
manded that their friends be released. 
The police are investigating.

 Students protest NEET 
Around 50 students from Students 

Federation of India (SFI) were arrested for 
protesting against NEET in front of CBSE 
Regional Offi ce at Anna Nagar West today 
morning. Police said that the students 
who appeared for the medical competitive 
examination started protesting against 
the exam. Some students started pelting 
stones and threw ink to agitate. Policemen 
were immediately rushed to the spot to 
evicted the protesters. It can be noted that 
the NEET exam has been in the midst of 
several controversies, including the strict 
dress code followed for female candidates.

Cops-law…

AAP takes EVM 
protest to EC

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI): 
Hundreds of AAP workers today 

demonstrated outside the Elec-
tion Commission headquarters 
here demanding that voter-veri-
fiable paper audit trail (VVPAT)- 
equipped EVMs be used in future 
elections.

The protesters, including AAP 
MLAs and newly appointed Delhi 
convener Gopal Rai, alleged that the 
manipulation of electronic voting ma-
chines was killing democracy. ‘EVM 
manipulation is a real possibility and 
should be looked into immediately,’ 
said R K Gupta, an AAP worker who 
had come from Dwarka in southwest 
Delhi to the poll panel’s central Delhi 
headquarters.


